Redesigning a graduate research course for evidence-based competencies.
Nursing research is critical to establish the science for the discipline and to provide a foundation for evidence-based practice. All nurses need to understand the research process and engage in research at the level for which they were prepared. The American Association of Colleges of Nursing has clearly outlined essential learning outcomes for each level of nursing education, including the competent application of research findings to clinical problems. This article describes the evolution of a graduate-level research course to provide master's level students with a sound foundational understanding of the research process, the innovation undertaken to address identified learning needs, and the important lessons learned.